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James M. Reich : Billings (Postcard History Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Billings (Postcard History Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is full of great historical pictures with notes on when and 
where things ...By Wes JohnsonThis book is full of great historical pictures with notes on when and where things were 
built and if they're still there today. I bought this as a gift for my dad, who grew up in Billings. I wanted to keep it, I 
enjoyed it so much! He loved the gift and had a hard time putting it down!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Great Postcard Book - Not Good for History, ThoughBy Jay SandersonI like to have pictorial histories of 
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places I have lived in. Born in Billings, I was looking for a similar book to the others I have. However, this is only a 
collection of historical pictures that were represented on post cards, and not necessarily a history in pictures. Billings is 
known, though, for tearing down old buildings and putting new ones in place, when restoration and recovery of old 
buildings may have been a better choice.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must have!By 
BobbieRThank you to Jim Reich for this book! What a great collection of historic pictures and descriptions. This book 
also gives great history of the people and places of billings! Would like to see some more residential pictures, just an 
idea for a next book maybe.....I have enjoyed this so much. Thanks! A must have for a resident of Billings!

Billings is sometimes called Â“The Magic CityÂ” for its rapid growth that seems to change the skyline overnight. 
Located in the heart of the Yellowstone Valley, it is MontanaÂ’s largest city and the stateÂ’s premier business 
destination. From 1900 to the 1960sÂ—BillingsÂ’s Â“Golden YearsÂ”Â—locals and tourists alike enjoyed a variety 
of hotels, fine restaurants, and retail and wholesale shopping, while businesses such as sugar and oil refineries, 
banking, and brewing kept the economy running. Surrounded by unparalleled natural splendor, Billings has always 
had the stark juxtaposition of a modern city set amid wilderness, as these vintage postcards attest.

Title: Billings shown in postcards Author: Sharie PykePublisher: The Billings OutpostDate: 8/13/09"Billings," from 
the Postcard History Series by Arcadia Press, includes art and insight by Billings resident Jim Reich. Mr. Reich, a 
postal worker, has chosen views from more than 1,300 postcards in his personal collection.The cover scene shows the 
old Yellowstone County Courthouse in front of the current building. While the 1958 building provided needed space, 
it lacks the artistic appeal of the 1905 model.Billings won the state championship in basketball in 1909. The proud 
victors, all six of them, pose in uniform along with their coach, E.P. Neill, who wears a three-piece suit, complete with 
pocket watch and chain.A pose of Sally Rand, star of silent films, and burlesque queen known for her fan dance, 
shows her in a cowgirl outfit at the Midland Empire Fair in 1941.Hardin, county seat for Big Horn County, is not the 
only site of a never-used jail. Billings was the first site of the Montana State Prison, also never opened.The words 
"Country Club" emblazon the roof of the Montana State Penitentiary, built in 1892 at the head of 18th Street with 
$65,000 in state money. The Country Club postcard was an attempt to use the empty buildings.Fire destroyed the 
complex in 1933.Also available separately is a set of 15 postcards for $7.99.About the AuthorAuthor Jim Reich, 
Billings resident and postal worker, has collected Montana and Billings memorabilia for over 20 years. Culled from 
his private collection of over 1,300 postcards, this volume shows a small townÂ’s rise to prominence through the 
decades, while celebrating the rich heritage of hometown Billings. 


