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Webster W. : Bookscouting, By the Book: A Manual for Cash-Strapped Bibliophiles  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bookscouting, By the Book: A Manual for 
Cash-Strapped Bibliophiles: 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A knowledgeable book scout shares his wisdomBy The 
BookmanIf you want an insight into the used book business, this is a must read. W is that rare person that can sense a 
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book by instinct. He addresses many issues in finding and supplying books for bookstores from the esoteric value of 
titles, the common popular quick sellers, to the necessities of knowing your customer demographics. Well written, 
concise and valuable. Having been on the book buyer side of the aisle, I always knew the product W brought me was 
1st quality. I recommend this book highly not just for the book scout, but also for the dedicated reader building their 
personal library.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. good for beginner.By Anthony Vanuccigood for 
beginner. however as a part time bookscout with just a few years experience, it did not help me at all. but it did give 
me an idea about writing my own book thru . that alone is worth the price. and with the high resale value I can resell 
my copy and get my money back.14 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Yes, You CAN Make A Lot 
More Than He SaysBy Poetcomic1Enjoyed this book thoroughly as I am a 'Dumpster Diving Bottom-Feeding Book 
Scout' for over twenty years. I particularly got a kick at how he skewers the 'bar-code reader' brigade. I had to laugh 
because I had this very morning plunged into a thrift-dump bin of hundreds of books, pawed through, got an armful of 
titles and moved on by the time the Little Ole Lady in Sneakers had scanned oh, maybe six books which I could tell at 
a glance were utterly worthless. I don't even have to 'think' anymore - my MIND is my scanner: accepting, rejecting 
without 'ideation'. I can see a mere inch or so of burgundy spine and not one letter of the title and yet know that it is a 
stray volume of the dreaded 'Collier's Encyclopedia'. I immediately took to the author's taste in non-fiction over 
fiction. This many years of browsing literally millions of non-fiction books on every imaginable subject is an 
enrichment far beyond what any college could have given me. My one complaint is that he is NOT making enough 
money and believe me, if you are good at this and a book-lover, you can make $300-$400 a week. My personal 'thing' 
is to have 'the only copy in the world'. That is my collection. Lots of useful nitty-gritty advice without hype.

From the Back Cover:How would you like to be paid cash every week to collect a personal library in your spare time? 
This book can teach you how to do just that without the stress of answering email or meeting any deadlines. 

About the AuthorWebster W. is a Traditional Bookscout with more than ten years in the field. Before he saw the light, 
he worked for years in various capacities at independent new-book bookstores. Now he shepherds a personal library of 
over 2,500 volumes that have been heavily weeded for intellectual substance and significance; a collection he has paid 
for several times over by scouting the titles that used bookstores covet. He's made great friends along the way from 
local bookstore owners to authors of minor fame hundreds of years ago, and could not imagine a hobby more fulfilling 
than trading and dealing used and rare books. 


