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Silvio Calabi, Steve Helsley, Roger G. Sanger : Rigby: A Grand Tradition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rigby: A Grand Tradition: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Fantastic VolumeBy CorbettProfusely illustrated with 
photographs featuring various Rigby rifles and guns as well as some of the famous big game hunters including Jim 
Corbett who used Rigby. In Corbett's case, his favorite was a .275 Rigby Mauser with which he killed the famous man 
eating leopard of Rudraprayag (1926) that killed and ate 125 human beings, mostly Hindu pilgrims. It also quotes 
passages from Jerry Jaleel's book : UNDER THE SHADOW OF MAN EATERS- The Life Legend of Jim Corbett.6 of 
7 people found the following review helpful. Not what I thoughtBy MartyBoyWhen I saw this book advertized a week 
ago I went to immediately and ordered one. It came March 2, 12. It is a very large book with fine paper and 
illustrations. What it is not is a book primarily about Rigby firearms. It focuses on 7 people of historical significance 
who used or may have used Rigby firearms. Interesting stuff indeed, but not what I expected or wanted.I read the book 
description before I ordered and it is accurate. Just know that if you are looking for a volume about Rigby's like Jon 
Speed's book on Mauser rifles, this ain't it. Nice book, but not mainly about Rigby firearms.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy James J. GoodwinExcellent book and excellent service from 

"Whether you were a sportsman, civil servant, subaltern, or tea planter, you wanted a good rifle if you were headed out 
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to the colonies. From the height of British imperialism in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries through its demise in 
Asia, Africa, and beyond in the twentieth, John Rigby Co., an elite cadre of gunmakers working at the heart of 
Britain’s empire, crafted some of the finest sporting rifles and guns ever made.”Thus begins this fascinating story of 
John Rigby Co., which details the legendary exploits of famous Rigby owners Jim Corbett, W.D.M. Bell, Field 
Marshall Mannerheim, and others.Rigby’s story is the story of colonial adventure, of the world’s most famous big-
game hunters and their rifles. In Rigby: A Grand Tradition, authors Calabi, Helsley, and Sanger bring Rigby owners 
Jim Corbett, W.D.M. Bell, Field Marshal Mannerheim, the Maharana of Udaipur, and others to life in rich detail. 
Extensively illustrated and including a thorough treatment of the development of the technology behind Rigby rifles 
and ammunition, this book provides substantial insight into the people, adventures, and rifles behind big game hunting 
in the early 20th century.

Rigby: A Grand Tradition combines the eye appeal and readability of a coffee-table volume with the scholarship and 
attention to detail of a history.  The result is the most comprehensive picture yet of Rigby’s unique position in fine 
gunmaking.  -California Side by Side Society  


