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Adalbert Stifter : Rock Crystal  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Rock Crystal: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Have to read it twiceBy KathrynThe first glance thru Rock and 
Crystal is quick. Weighing in at just under 80 pages total, I wasn't expecting much. But the story is like a haunting 
fairy tale that keeps nagging at you in little pieces for days. I picked it up, reread it and discovered such a beautiful 
theme within those small pages. The boy and girl are their parents, their grand parents, they are the homes of their 
ancestors, and the mountains themselves. I am amazed by the mesmerizing prose used to translate the story from it's 
original (Old German). This book is a keeper, one to read several times over. I'll be hunting this one down in a 
hardcover for my "good" book shelves.14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. a delightful, well-written 
triffle worth your timeBy M. J. SmithWhile this is subtitled "A Christmas Tale", this wonderfully written story is a 
story of belonging in a small, isolated community - a wonderful gift that is set at Christmas. Two aspects of the story 
make this a memorable bit of literature: First, the discription of the physical setting and the small details making the 
village unique, isolated and realistic are superb. Second, the understanding of human group behavior is outstanding - 
both in the definition of "outsiders" and in the common story required to become an "insider". This aspect is 
established early and confirmed by the climax of the story.Excellent writing, excellent control of characters, 
interesting and simple plot ... well worth your time.14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. 
Breathtaking!By Manuel HaasThis is one of the most fascinating books I have ever read. The story is simple: A boy 
and a girl get lost in the mountains on their way home; it's Christmas Eve, and the two are somewhere in the Alps. 
What makes the books so unique is the way in which the children's ordeal is described: They are moving through a 
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landscape that is made almost abstract by the snow; this is pure poetry! - Stifter is a forgotten genius of 19th century 
European literature; I'm glad that his touching Christmas Tale - and ideal Christmas present, by the way - is now 
available in this beautiful edition!

Seemingly the simplest of storiesa passing anecdote of village life Rock Crystal opens up into a tale of almost 
unendurable suspense. This jewel-like novella by the writer that Thomas Mann praised as "one of the most 
extraordinary, the most enigmatic, the most secretly daring and the most strangely gripping narrators in world 
literature" is among the most unusual, moving, and memorable of Christmas stories. Two childrenConrad and his little 
sister, Sannaset out from their village high up in the Alps to visit their grandparents in the neighboring valley. It is the 
day before Christmas but the weather is mild, though of course night falls early in December and the children are 
warned not to linger. The grandparents welcome the children with presents and pack them off with kisses. Then snow 
begins to fall, ever more thickly and steadily. Undaunted, the children press on, only to take a wrong turn. The snow 
rises higher and higher, time passes: it is deep night when the sky clears and Conrad and Sanna discover themselves 
out on a glacier, terrifying and beautiful, the heart of the void. Adalbert Stifter's rapt and enigmatic tale, beautifully 
translated by Elizabeth Mayer and Marianne Moore, explores what can be found between Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Dayor on any night of the year.

"Two children, Conrad and Sanna, walk from their village in the Alps to visit their grandparents the day before 
Christmas. On their journey home, they take a wrong turn and are feared lost in a snowstorm. Lyrical and descriptive, 
this brief tale by Austrian writer, poet, and painter Stifter (180568) will do well where literary fiction is appreciated." --
Library Journal"On one level it can appear as timeless and simple as a folktale. Yet Thomas Mann came closer to the 
true experience of reading Rock Crystal when he praised Stifter as 'one of the most extraordinary, the most enigmatic, 
the most secretly daring and the most strangely gripping narrators in world literature.' In Rock Crystal, as in a Mann 
story, plot and description are never 'innocent,' no matter how lovingly they are elaborated. Rather, as the novella 
unfolds, succinctly but without hurry, it evolves into a parable of frightening depth. It is no more than 25,000 words, if 
that, but in this short space Stifter transports the reader to the heart of the world's mystery, before returning him to a 
comfortable dailiness that henceforth cannot help but feel haunted." --The New York SunA miracle of quiet beauty. 
The New YorkerW. H. Auden in The Times called this ingenuous, mystical tale a quiet and beautiful parable about the 
relation of people to places, of man to nature. Beyond its leisurely beginning lies a painstakingly polished and 
fashioned gem, an ageless, mystical folktale whose return deserves a 12 month celebration. The New York Times, 
1965[Rock Crystal] has remained dear to the hearts of lovers of German literature. A beautiful new translation by 
Elizabeth Mayer and Marianne MooreIts account of the courage and faith of little children and its reverent feeling for 
the beauty of nature and for the sacred symbolism of Christmas have a value that has little to do with literature. It is 
one of pure feeling. The New York Times, 1945Adalbert Stifter is ranked by critics among the best prose writers of 
Austria. We do not think the praise is too high. The Christian ExaminerThe work of Adalbert Stifter, who was one of 
the very few great novelists in German literature, can be compared to no other writer of the nineteenth century in pure 
happiness, wisdom, and beauty Stifter became the greatest landscape-painter in literaturesomeone who possesses the 
magic wand to transform all visible things into words and all visible movementsinto sentences. Hannah Arendt 
Whereas romances are rarely fearsome, even when teeming with dragons, tales quite often are. The fear that must 
underlie even our most cordial relation with the elements has an established place in them. I think of Rock Crystal 
(Bergkristalle) in the wonderful collection Colored Stones (Bunte Steine, 1853) of the Austrian Adalbert Stifter; it tells 
of two children, brother and sister, lost in a mountain snowstorm at Christmas-time while returning from a custom-
honored three-hour walk to their grandmother's house down the valley. The quite ordinary and familiar two-horned alp 
traversed by the shoemaker's children is a mountain more magic than any of Thomas Mann's imagining. Mary 
McCarthy, The New York of BooksAbout the AuthorAdalbert Stifter (18051868), the Austrian writer, poet, and 
painter, grew up in Bohemia and was educated at the University of Vienna. Among his most famous works are the 
novel Indian Summer and a collection of stories, Colored Stones.Fanny Howe, the author of more than twenty books 
of poetry and prose, was the recipient of the 2001 Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize for her Selected Poems. She was short-
listed for the Griffin Poetry Prize in 2001 and 2005.Marianne Moore (18871972) is universally recognized as one of 
Americas finest poets. Elizabeth Mayer (18841970) was a German-born American translator and editor. 


