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Philip Kaplan : Rolling Thunder: A Century of Tank Warfare  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rolling Thunder: A Century of Tank Warfare: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Just terrible and remarkably incomplete given its titleBy R.C.A more 
accurate tile would be four years of german tank combat 1940-1944, because thats the entirety of the focus of the 
book. Nothing about the French development of the tanks basic for post WW1, Khalkhin Gol 1939, the Winter War, 
the massive Soviet armored offensives post 1943, or ANY post-WWII conflict despite have pictures of US tanks in 
Korea. Just terrible and remarkably incomple given its title.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1781592438


The tank is such a characteristic feature of modern warfare that its difficult to imagine a time when its presence wasn't 
felt on the battlefield in some form or another. This volume, from eminent historian and author Philip Kaplan, traces 
the history of the vehicle from its developmental early days on the battlefields of the Great War, to modern-day uses 
and innovations in response to the growing demands of twenty-first century warfare. During and after the First World 
War, in the wake of such momentous loss of life on the battlefields, the need to move away from large army 
deployment and maneuvers was considered to be particularly pressing. The need to mechanize forces and to develop 
aircraft and other militarized vehicles became a major preoccupation of the engineers of the day, enabling a smaller 
number of well-trained and well-equipped personnel to be deployed in place of hordes of lesser-armed men. The 
necessity to rescue pilots shot down in the Dunkirk area precipitated the first large-scale usage of the early tank. From 
here, they were to be employed extensively, playing such an integral part in the proceedings during the battles of 
Barbarossa, El Alamein, Kursk and Ardennes. Right on through the twentieth and into the twenty-first century, the 
tank has survived as one of the most necessary weapons of war and one of its most recognizable emblems. Chapters 
dedicated specifically to a number of the battles listed above feature in the work, setting the various developmental 
milestones of the tanks employed in context. Featured in this volume are images of some of the most highly regarded 
and imposing types, such as the Chrysler-built Grant, the Skoda-built Hungarian Turan and the M-26 Pershing tank, 
employed so extensively during the Korean War. British, American and German built tanks all feature, both within the 
library of black and white photographic plates on display and in the narrative history itself. A character afforded a 
particularly prominent spotlight within this history is Heinz Guderian, considered by many to be 'the father of modern 
tank warfare and Germany's Panzer Force'. From the battlefields of the Great War to modern-day theaters such as Iraq 
and Afghanistan, the history of this impressive war machine is tracked in detail. Certain to appeal to military 
enthusiasts with a particular interest in this most iconic armored vehicle, it is set to make a welcome addition to many 
personal libraries.

About the AuthorPhilip Kaplan has written or co-authored and designed twenty books, including; One Last Look, 
Abbeville Press, 1988; Little Friends, Random House, 1993, Fighter Pilot, Aurum Press, 2002. He is the author of 
several Pen and Sword publications including Night and Day Bomber Offensive (2006), Fighter Aces of the Luftwaffe 
in World War II. 


