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Alfred Hiatt : The Making of Medieval Forgeries: False Documents in Fifteenth-Century England (British 
Library Studies in Medieval Culture)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Making of Medieval Forgeries: False Documents in Fifteenth-Century England (British 
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Library Studies in Medieval Culture): 

In The Making of Medieval Forgeries, Alfred Hiatt focuses on forgery in fifteenth-century England and provides a 
survey of the practice from the Norman Conquest through to the early sixteenth century, considering the function and 
context in which the forgeries took place. Hiatt discusses the impact of the advent of humanism on the acceptance of 
forgeries and stresses the importance of documents to medieval culture, offering a discussion of the relation of the 
various versions of the chronicle of John Hardyng to the documents he forged, as well as documents pertaining to the 
charters of Crowland Abbey and various bulls and charters connected with the University of Cambridge. A 
considerable portion of the book concerns the Donation of Constantine, which involves many continental writers, 
German, French, and Italian. The Making of Medieval Forgeries further discusses the 'multiplicity of audiences' for 
forgeries: those that produce, those that approve, and those that are hostile.

About the AuthorAlfred Hiatt is a lecturer in Old and Middle English Literature at the School of English, University of 
Leeds. 


