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John Higgitt : The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West 
(British Library Studies in Medieval Culture)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic 
West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For professional scholar and layman alikeBy Tom N.I enjoyed Mr. 
Higgitt's style, easy to comprehend, well organized text and especially his use of plates/figures to emphasize his 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0712346392


explanations. This book should be an essential resource to a library of someone who appreciates medieval history and 
illuminated manuscripts. In addition it contributes a specific story of how this particular manuscript survived obscurity 
until the right person came along to rediscover and share it as a unique treasure for Scotland. The technology of adding 
its CD-ROM enhances the reader's ability to afford and appreciate what would otherwise be an expensive facsimile 
edition.

The Murthly Hours consists of two parts: a book of hours of the end of the thirteenth century preceded by twenty-three 
slightly earlier miniatures of Old and New Testament scenes surviving from another book, probably a psalter. It is 
therefore one of the earliest books of hours, written before the greater standardization of text and decoration during the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The book was a special commission and reflects the interests and devotions of its 
first owner, a lady apparently from the Worcester area whose portrait appears in one of the initials. The choice of 
feasts in the calendar and the choice of saints invoked in the litany reflects the owner's taste. They show how the book 
was used and can tell us something about secular devotions and literacy among the aristocracy in England and the 
West of Scotland in the later Middle Ages. The book also contains the second oldest surviving pieces of Gaelic which 
can be said with certainty to have been written in Scotland rather than in Ireland. They were written phonetically by 
someone not trained to write Gaelic and one piece has been identified as a form of charm.John Higgitt recounts the 
provenance of this magnificent work of medieval art and its recent rediscovery and purchase by the National Library 
of Scotland. He discusses the writing, decoration, and style of illumination and the particular influence of the Paris 
school on the manuscript artists. The author presents the first interpretive study which will be of interest to historians 
of art, liturgy, and medieval literacy.


